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though some southern architects have considerable distinction. The South has become highly self-conscious about these lacunae in cultural fields, it might be added; for instance the Atlanta Journal, a lively and progressive paper, includes "a symphony orchestra, expanded art museums, and libraries" in the "Platform for Georgia" that appears under its masthead every day. North Carolina has the only orchestra in the United States supported by the state (it does not count among the majors), and Virginia has decided to set up a state theater.
We must, finally, turn once more to Professor Odum's terrifying charts. In one passage he takes twenty-six widely differing cultural criteria, and finds that the South (Texas, West Virginia, and Kentucky included) is lowest in every one; in another, with no fewer than 130 indices "selected to represent all aspects of culture from land use ... to educational institutions," he finds Mississippi to be the lowest state culturally, with South Carolina next and Georgia and Arkansas closely following.10 Take the single item of libraries. The south is lowest in the union in per capita expenditure for public libraries, in per cent of population registered as library borrowers, and in number of libraries of all kinds.
(10) Religious factors. Just as the South is the region of Anglo-Saxon white stock in excelsis it is also the region par excellence of militant protestantism. More than three-quarters of the population of Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and the Carolinas are either Baptists or Methodists; in the other states the rate is over half. Six southern states, it is interesting to learn from Bryce, once excluded from public office any person who did not believe in the supreme being; the whole area today, especially the Piedmont, is still the "Bible belt," the "infant damnation belt," and the "total immersion belt," replete with Bible marathons, revivalists, Gaelic fundamentalism, and a fierce retentive hostility to other creeds. This is the region where Al Smith was thought of as an agent of the Pope, and where a young schoolmaster named Scopes, was, not so many years ago, tried and found guilty of the crime of teaching evolution in the hamlet of Dayton, Tennessee. Tennessee's present junior senator, Tom Stewart, was incidentally the prosecuting attorney at this celebrated but now largely forgotten trial. And be it noted: the law forbidding evolution to be taught still stands on the books of the sovereign state of Tennessee.
A passage from the cross-examination of William Jennings Bryan is illuminating:
Q. Do you claim that everything in the Bible should be literally interpreted?
10 Southern Regions, p. 565. Again let us point out that the utterly blank spaces on the Odum maps are precisely coterminous with the areas of cotton culture and lowest per capita income.